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The European eel (Anguilla anguilla) has undergone a remarkable and rapid decline throughout 
its range in the last three decades. Currently, according to the International Council for the 
Exploration of the Seas, the species is outside the safe of biological limits.

For this reason, the Governing Council of the Andalusian Government has approved a decree on 
measures to restore the European eel. The rule gives effect to the European Union regulation 
for the preservation of the species listed in critical danger of extinction by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature where the catches in Andalusia have declined by 98% over 
the past three decades. Among other provisions, the decree sets a ten-year moratorium on 
fishing for eels in any stage of development, both inland waters and internal waters with the 
exception of fish farms.

The main objective of the decree is to ensure a minimum escape to the sea of 40% of adult eels 
to thus complete their life cycle, which begins with the entrance to rivers as elvers, from the 
Sargasso Sea, and concludes with their return to marine waters and reproduction in the central 
Atlantic area.
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